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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH. 


Ulverston, 

February,  1910. 


Gentlemen, 


I have  again  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you  my 
Annual  Report,  which  deals  with  the  health  and  general  sanitary 
condition  of  your  district  during  the  past  year. 

Inspection  of  District. — I am  fully  convinced  that 
the  district  is  kept  under  constant  supervision,  and  that 
careful  investigations  are  made  to  elucidate  the  cause  of  outbreak 
in  the  case  of  the  report  of  any  of  the  infectious  diseases,  and 
systematic  inspection  is  carried  out  with  a view  to  discovering 
any  insanitary  conditions  which  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  public 
health. 

Water  Supply. — There  has  never  been  any  complaint 
as  to  the  quantity  or  quality  of  the  water  supplied  to  your 
district.  Complaints  are  still  frequent  as  to  the  want  of  pressure 


in  some  of  the  higher  parts  of  the  district,  but  I am  hopeful  that 
when  the  new  trunk  main  from  the  reservoir  to  Grange  Fell,  via 
Cartmel  (for  which  a loan  was  obtained  during  the  year  and 
which  work  is  now  in  hand)  has  been  completed,  that  we  shall 
have  heard  the  last  of  these  complaints.  The  3-in  main  in 
Charney  Road  has  been  extended  to  the  full  length  of  the  road. 

New  Streets. — Charney  Road  has  been  metalled,  kerbed, 
and  channelled,  under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act,  and  in 
addition  to  this,  surface  water  drains  have  been  provided. 
Notices  have  been  issued  under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act 
for  the  metalling,  kerbing,  channelling,  and  surface  drainage  of 
Fernhill  Road,  and  a tender  has  been  accepted  by  the  Council 
for  the  execution  of  the  works. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — It  has  not  been  found 
necessary  to  carry  out  any  work  of  sewerage  during  the  year. 

The  automatic  sewage  lifts  in  connection  with  the  main 
sewerage  of  the  town  have  been  provided  with  a connection  from 
the  water-main  to  facilitate  cleansing  of  same,  and  this  has 
resulted  in  increased  efficiency  of  the  lifts. 

In  the  matter  of  private  drainage  works,  very  few  com- 
plaints were  received  during  the  year,  the  only  case  in  which 
reconstruction  was  necessary  being  Yewbarrow  Hall.  The  whole 
of  the  drainage  of  this  house  has  been  relaid  with  improved 
gradients,  and  connected  to  the  public  sewer  in  Main  Street,  the 
cesspool  which  formerly  received  the  drainage  being  closed.  In 
the  other  cases,  only  slight  repairs  were  needed. 

Disinfection. — During  the  year  8 rooms  were  disinfected 
(including  bedding,  &c.)  after  the  removal  or  convalescence  of 
patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases. 
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Bakehouses. — There  are  7 bakehouses  in  the  district, 
which  are  generally  found  to  be  in  good  order.  During  the 
year,  request  was  made  for  the  floor  of  one  bakehouse  to  be 
repaired,  and  this  work  has  been  done. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse. — 920  loads  of  house 
refuse  were  removed  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  87 4 1 
loads  in  the  previous  year.  This  work  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Council,  and  is  carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner.  All  new 
houses  are  required  to  be  provided  with  sanitary  bins  in 
preference  to  the  ordinary  ashpits,  and  the  convenience  to 
occupiers  of  houses  in  having  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is 
much  appreciated. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885. 

The  number  and  class  of  persons  registered  under  this  order  are 
now  as  follows. 

2 Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk. 

1 Cowkeeper. 

1 Purveyor  of  Milk. 

6 Ditto  (resident  outside  the  district). 

Slaughter  House. — The  only  slaughter  house  in  the 
district  is  regularly  inspected  and  generally  found  to  be  kept  in 
good  order. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Acts. — The  premises  in 
the  district  comma;  under  these  acts  are  as  follows : — 

o 

Factories  : 

1 Joiner,  1 Letter-press  Printing  Works. 
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Workshops : 

8 Bootmakers, 
1 Tailor, 

1 Blacksmith, 

1 Saddler, 

1 Quarry, 


2 Dressmakers  and  Milliners, 

1 Cabinet  Maker, 

4 Joiners, 

1 Watchmaker, 

1 Aerated  Water  Manufacturer. 


There  have  been  258  inspections  of  premises  as  follows  : — - 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  8 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  160 

Workplaces ...  90 

258 

Four  notices  have  been  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1875,  and  all  have  been  complied  with. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Assessable  Value  (General  District  Bate),  1908 — £17,217  12s.  6d. 


5)  >> 

Inhabited  Houses  ... 


Area  in  Acres 

Population  (enumerated  1901) 
,,  (estimated  1909) 


1909— £17,266  17s.  6d. 

1908— 390. 

1909— 393. 

1508. 

1993. 

1993. 


Population. — The  decennial  census  will  be  taken  in  the 
year  1911,  and  I think  it  will  then  be  shown  that  there  has  been 
a slight  increase  in  the  population  since  1901,  but  I do  not  think 
this  increase  will  be  sufficient  to  influence,  in  any  way,  the 
calculations  necessary  in  producing  the  following  statistics. 
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Births. — Daring  the  year  just  past  there  have  been  18 
births,  producing  a birth-rate  of  90  per  1000;  in  the  previous 
year  there  were  24  births,  the  birth-rate  then  being  12*0  per 
1000. 


There  were  in  the  1909.  1908.  1907.  1906.  1905.  1904.  1903.  Tots. 


1st  quarter  of  year  2 
2nd  „ „ 5 

3rd  „ „ 7 

4th  „ „ 4 


3 6 5 7 

8 3 13  8 

9 6 3 4 

4 2 3 3 


4 3 30 

6 4 47 

3 9 41 

3 10  29 


Totals  18  24  17  24  22  16  26  147 


There  were  nine  male  children  born  and  nine  females. 

Deaths. — I find  that  during  the  year  30  deaths  have  been 
registered,  the  death-rate  being  15'0  per  1000;  in  the  year  1908 
there  were  33  deaths,  which  was  equal  to  a death-rate  of  16 '5 
per  1000;  two  of  the  deaths  have  arisen  in  visitors,  which 
reduces  the  deaths  of  the  residential  population  to  28  and  the 
death-rate  to  14-0  per  1000. 


There  were  in  the 

1909. 

1908. 

1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

Tots. 

1st  quarter  of  year 

10 

13 

9 

12 

13 

57 

2nd  „ 

8 

5 

8 

5 

7 

33 

3rd 

8 

10 

5 

4 

2 

29 

4th  ,,  ,, 

4 

5 

8 

6 

7 

30 

Totals 

30 

33 

30 

27 

29 

149 

There  have  been  fourteen  deaths  in  males  and  sixteen  in 
females. 
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Causes  of  Death. 


1909.  1908. 1907. 1906. 1905. 1904. 1903.  1902.  1901.  Tots. 


Phthisis 
Cancer 

Influenza  . . . 

Heart  Disease 
Bronchitis  ... 
Pleurisy  ...  — 

Typhoid  Fever  — 
Accident  ...  — 

Premature  Birth  1 


Alcoholism  ... 
Pneumonia  ... 
Tuberculosis 
Scarlet  Fever 
Suicides 
Diarrhoea  ... 
Childbirth  ... 


1 


4 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 


1 

3 


4 

2 

2 

4 

2 


3 

3 

1 

1 

2 


5 

4 

2 

4 


2 

3 

5 


_ _ i 


2 

9 


— 9 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 


2 

4 

9 


— 1 

1 — 

— 3 

— 1 


All  other  causes  12  14  12  12  8 8 11 


7 

1 


1 

1 

9 


6 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


8 


37 

99 


hr 

I 


21 

19 

2 

1 

1 

5 

6 

12 

4 

1 

3 

1 

1 

92 


Totals  .. 


30  33  28  27  29  19  24  22  23  235 


Infantile  and  Senile  Deaths. — There  have  been 
two  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  the  infantile  death- 
rate  being  equal  to  11P1  per  1000  births;  in  the  year  1908 
there  was  one  death  at  the  same  age  period,  the  infantile  death- 
rate  being  then  equal  to  41 '6  per  1000  births. 

In  persons  over  65  there  have  been  12  deaths,  as  compared 
with  17  in  the  year  1908. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs. — I take 
under  this  heading,  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy,  leaving 
Phthisis  or  consumption  of  the  lungs  to  be  dealt  with  separately. 
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There  have,  I find,  been  two  deaths  from  diseases  of  this  type, 
both  due  to  Bronchitis.  The  death-rate  from  Respiratory 
Diseases  being  equal  to  6*6  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  all  other 
causes.  In  the  previous  year  there  were  7 deaths  from  the  same 
class  of  diseases,  equal  to  a death-rate  of  21*2  per  cent,  of  the 
deaths  from  all  causes. 

Phthisis. — From  this  disease  I find  there  have  been  6 
deaths,  which  produces  a death-rate  of  20*0  per  cent,  of  the 
deaths  from  all  causes.  In  the  year  1908  there  were  4 deaths 
from  Phthisis,  equal  to  12*1  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  other 
diseases. 

Zymotic  Deaths. — From  diseases  which  are  scheduled 
under  this  class,  I find  again  that  there  have  been  no  deaths, 
and  the  same  has  been  the  case  every  year  since  1905  ; in  that 
year  I had  to  record  one  death  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. — During  the 
past  year  six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  notified,  two  of 
these  were  reported  in  March,  and  arose  in  a house  just  outside 
Grange,  the  origin  being  very  doubtful,  as  the  children  were  not 
attending  any  school.  The  next  case  was  notified  in  August, 
and  occurred  in  a house  on  Grange  Fell,  where  there  had  pre- 
viously been  a case  of  the  disease.  In  September  two  cases 
occurred  in  the  same  family  at  Berriedale  Terrace,  and  then  the 
disease  showed  itself  in  a Nursing  Home,  where  there  was  one 
case,  but  undoubtedly  in  this  instance  the  disease  was  imported. 

It  has  to  be  remembered  that  during  August  and  Septem- 
ber, Scarlet  Fever  was  epidemic  at  the  neighbouring  village  of 
Lindale-in-Cartmel,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  in- 
fection mav  have  been  derived  from  this  source. 
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Three  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  isolated  in  the 
Kendal  Borough  Sanatorium ; the  other  three  were  treated  at 
home. 

I give  below  a table  showing  the  number  of  notifications 
for  the  last  ten  years  : — 


Typhoid 

Fever. 

Small 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Ery-  Puer- 
sipe-  peral 
las.  Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Totals. 

1899 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1900 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

1901 

2 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

7 

1902 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1903 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1904 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1905 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

2 

6 

1906 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1907 

0 

0 

13 

0 

0 

1 

14 

1908 

1 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

8 

1909 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Totals 

5 

0 

39 

1 

0 

6 

51 

In  conclusion,  I have  to  thank  my  colleagues  for  their 
assistance  at  all  times. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

G.  H.  PATTEBSON, 


L.R.C.P.  Lond.,  M.R.C.S.  Eng.,  D.P.H.  Lond., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


